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World Cu
could not
SA’s

job losses

B Emplovyers ‘ready to hire’

Samantha Enslin-Payne
EMPLOYMENT fell sharply
last month in all sectors, oceu-
pations and regions with the
exception of the government,
but recruitment activity, a fore-
runner of employment, turned
positive, according to the Ad-
corp employment index, re-
leased vesterdav
Loane Sharp, a labour mar-
ket analyst at Adcorp, said the
results for July were contrary
to the expectation that infor-
mal employment would pick
up during the World Cup.
Adcorp had expected formal
employment to drop last
month. In fact the Adcorp em-
ployment index fell sharply at
an annual rate of 8.1 percentin
July, with both the formal and
informal sectors losing ground,
although the impact was most
pronounced in permanent full-
time employment,
Employment fell most
sharply in the construction sec-
tor with a 13.1 percent drop as
World Cup-related projects had
been completed, Sharp said.
The mining sector posted

an 11.2 percent decline. Reflect-
ing continued weakness in the
manufacturing sector, the
employment of artisans fell
11.2 percent and machine oper-
ators declined 9.6 percent.

The government was the
only sector that increased its
staff with a modest rise of
2.4 percent,

All provinces showed a
decline, with the Northern
Cape and the Free State the
worst affected,

“What the data show is that
the economy. is still in a helluva
weak state,” Sharp said.

The fall in employment in
July follows a 0.26 percent de-
cline in emplovment in June
and a 6.2 percent fall in May; ac-
cording to the Adcorp employ-
ment index.

The Quarterly Labour Force
Survey released by Statistics
54 late last month showed that
the economy shed 61 000 jobs in
the second quarter following
the loss of 171000 jobs in the
first quarter. _

The official unemplovment
rate in the second quarter was
253 percent. If discouraged
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Employment  Percentage
May 2010 change vs
(000s)  Apr2010*
= Legislators, senior officials and managers. 957 -3.08
© Professionals 639 -2.16
| Technical and associate professionals 1467 -8.52
i Clerks 1446 -4.36
o Service workers and shop and market sales workers 1773 -5.21
: et 8 Skilled agricultural and fishery workers 107 =129
"""" " Craft and related trades workers: 14490 =11.22
Y Flantand machine operators and assemblers 1069 -9.63
Elementary occupation 2486 835
Fage 214 Size=190% Domestic workers 823 4,12

* Annualized Sounce: Aoy




Diate : August, 11, 2010 Publication ; Business Report Page Mumber ; 20

Page 314 Sizes45X256mm  Circulation: 278726 Readership: 278726



Diate : August, 11, 2010 Publication ; Business Report Page Mumber ; 20

Fage 414 Size=189x52mm Circulation: 278726 Readership: 278726



