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Thabo Leshilo

Beware of
spinning
farmers
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HOW valuable is a white farmer’s life compared with yours
and mine? How many businesspeople’s lives are equivalent
to those of their peers who make a living from working the

land or raising livestock?

This question might
sound Mippant but the
answer has enormoys impli
cations for all of us. Per-
sonally, 'm tired of hearing
the lies being peddled about
crime on farms by the likes
of Agri SA, Afriforum, the
AWBE, Freedom Front+...

This week Agri SA chair-
man André Botha spoke at
length before a parliamen-
tary committee, predicting
hellfire and brimstone
unless the country provides
special security measures
for farmers.

We've heard it all before:
the eountry’s food security
is seriously under threat if
(black) erime on (white)
farms is left unchecked.
Hard as [ try, 1 fail to see
how businesses that pro-
duce the food we eat
deserve special treatment
from the wholesalers and
traders who bring their
vegetables, meat, milk and
other produce within our
casy reach.

Their well-financed lob-
bies, such as Agri SA, have
painted a phoney picture of
farmers as victims of an
organised, politically moti-
vated cam to drive
them off their properties.
We're all supposed to
believe this, without scien-
tifie proof, because they tell
us it is true,

They'd have us believe
that politically sponsored
eriminals kill white farmers
and plunder their goods
with impunity because the
black government doesn't
ciare about the welfare of
white people.

Even worse, they'd have
us belleve that the ANC gov-
ernment, as exemplified by
the reckless Julins Malema,
tacitly supports “farm
attacks” because they dove-
tail with its policies on land
redistribution, affirmative
action and black economic
em ent.

That the peddlers of these
lies have managed o distort
perceptions about crime in
the country attests to the
power of their public rela-
tions machinery. Their see-
tarian views gain currency,

Their most formidable
tactics include identifying
and making use of like-
minded to
spread their s
There are ¥y pow-
m‘lhlln:fhlwlﬁrmg
aspect of our lives. They
know very well that news-
rooms have become under-
stafTed and short on the
necessary expertise to see

WE'RE ALL
SUPPOSED T0
BELIEVE THIS,

WITHOUT

SCIENTIFIC

PROOF, BECAUSE
THEY TELL US
IT IS TRUE

through their spin.

Whenever public rela-
tions wins the public loses
because people never get to
know the truth.

This happens even when
media are factually
true. Take the Agri SA
story. The reporters cap-
tured what the organisation
had told the parliamentary
committee. Whether what it
said was true is a different
matter.

That's why factual report-
ing under the tyranny of a
deadline needs to he
quickly followed by a sober
examination of the claims.
In the case of Agri SA that
would, for example, test the
accuracy of its claims about
the number of “farm
attacks™ and the resultant
casualties. We would need
to determine the accuracy
of the claim that farm own-
ers lost R269 million to
crime in 2007,

South African farmers
musi get used to the idea of
conducting business in a
capitalist economy. Thal
means providing their own
security and factoring that
into their cost of business.

it will be interesting (o
see how the state responds
to the demands for special
treatment for the country’s
40 000 commercial farmers.
How many of the 190 000
police officers would be .
deployed to protect them, if
theD:;p hlare lhef-t; way?

uylng em on farms
in peacetime is no option.
Soldiers are trained to pro-
tect us from enemies, not to
t stock thieves.

e media would do well
to keep an eye on this one.
The potential for misalloca-
tion of resources to protect
farmers is a matter of pub-
lie interest.

The same goes for the
Eugéne Terre'Blanche mur-
der case. It's a golden
opportunity to give the
nation a glimpse into life on
farms - for owners and
employees.
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