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‘LIVID: Lulu Xingwana

Fage 111

Motlanthe stopped Tshwane-Pretoria name change

SIBUSISO NGALWA

DEPUTY President Kgalema
Mothanthe has foreed Arts and
Culture Minister Lulo Xing-
wiina 1o withdraw a Govern-
ment Guzette notice which
wottld have effectively changed
the name of thecapital. Preto-
ria, 1o Tshwane without the
cabinet's nogd.

Hadl this not happened, Pres:
Ident Jacob Zuma, who left the
country for a week, would have
arrivid back without officially
knowing that his capital city
has changed to Tshwane,

Motkanthe reportedly sum.

moned Deputy Arts Minister
Paul Mashatile, on Wednesday,
after the department went
ahead with ils intention to
gazette the name change,

At the heart of Motlanthe's
gripe was that the department
could not issue notice 1o
change the capital eity’s name
while the president was out of
the country,

Motlanihe also felt that the
matter would create a storim
anid deflegt attention from
Zumas Stale of the Nation
arddress this week, '

Apparently Xingwana did
not table the matter before the

Size=REZAZBMMMM ClinldAtion33688 R Reddesaip2 220000

cabiniet, as required.

It is understood that Mot
lanthe told Mashatile the gov-
ernment had not been properly
briefed abow Xingwana's deci:
sion and it did not want to deal
with the protests and a legal
wrangle ahead of the World
Cup.

While lobhby group AfriFo
rum is convineed Xingwana
heeded its call 1o withdraw the
notice — after they threatened
legal action - it was Motlanthe
who instructed Xingwana that
the name change could not go
ahead,

"There was a view that lor

such a thing to happen, vou
have to prepare the nation. You
can't disturb the (peace) éspe
cially ahead of the State of the
Mation Address.” said a govern-
ment source,

Xingwana and her director
peneral, Themba Wakashe,
were attending the Midem
Music Exhibition in Franee
where the minister delivered a
speech at a dinner (o honour
the late Mirtam Makeba.

It is understood Miashatile
1old Motianthe he had believed
the decision had the Presi
dency’s hlessing,

Mashatile then had (o can

cel apress conference where he
was. o announce the notice.
However it was too late to with-
draw the Government Gazelte
as It had already been printed,
Xingwana is understood 1o
have been livid when Mashatile
told her there had been no
green light from the Presi-
doney, and she had insisted the
name change had to go ahead
even mstructing officials not o
withdraw  the notice, and
felling Mashatile she would go
straight 1o the briefing when
she landed from France
However it toek a direct call
to Xingwana from Motlanthe

for the process to be stopped.
Fresidential - spokesman
Vusi Mona conlirmed an
unscheduled mesting between
Maotlanthe and Mashatile
On Friday, the department
offieially retracted the notice o
change Pretoria’s name in the
fatest Government Gazetie,
AfriForum’s Kallie Kriel
said his organisation was
happy aboul the retraction.
Last week. AfriForum ad-
vised the department ity would
seel an urgent court order o
sel aside the name change if
the government did not retract
its notice by Friday,
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